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Introduction  

 
East Turkestan or “Xinjiang-Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR)”, located on the 

northwestern border of China that borders eight countries from Afghanistan to Mongolia. While the 
Uighurs (descendant nomadic tribes originating from Mongolia) settled in the oases of Tarim Basin 
are not the largest ethnic Muslim population in China. Conflicts in Xinjiang are amongst the biggest 
challenges to the notion of China’s peaceful and harmonious development. The dynamics of these 
conflicts revolves around three main issues namely; Independence movement, National Integrity and 
Terrorist attacks. With the Turk-Muslim presence in Xinxiang, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
does not really know how to handle the situation, since many of its policies in the region have been 
aimed at pushing for assimilation of Uighurs. 
 
 
Multiple Religions coexist and Spread in Xinjiang  

 
The territory of china, Xinxiang has faced different phases of violence and turmoil of many 

dynasties and emperors. As the main hub for economic and cultural exchanges between the east and 
west, Xinxiang has always been a nucleus where the number of religious groups increased starting 
with “Zoroastrianism” till “Islam” in the late ninth century spread to the south of Xinxiang through 
Central Asia. 
 
 
Origin of the East Turkistan Issue  

 
The term ‘Turkestan’ means “The region of the Turks” and refers to the areas North of the 

Syr river in central Asia. With the growth of history and colonial expansion of the imperialist powers 
into Central Asia and Soviet Union as in between 1864-1868, annexed three Central Asian states 
dominating “The Khanates, Bukhara and Kokand groups and set up the Governorship in Hezhong 
(Samarkand)”. 

 
The revolutionary approach spreading instability in china and set a theoretical system called 

“Independence of East Turkestan” with the aim of achieving freedom from “colonialism” asserting 
that china has been the enemy of the Turk-Muslims for decades. Since the peaceful liberation of 
Xinxiang, The forces have always revolted against the Government especially after the Hans power 
was set to rule. The Uyghurs organized a number of incidents of terror and violence jeopardizing the 
lives and security of Chinese people of other ethnic groups. 

 
In order to get out of their predicament of being labeled as terrorists by the International 

community after “Terrorist act” in 2001, once again raised the banner of "Human rights," "Freedom 
of religion", "Interests of ethnic minorities" and made claims that the communist Party of China was 
using every opportunity to oppress ethnic minorities. 
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Perspectives 
 
� View of Chinese communist party  
 

The view or simply the ideology behind the policies whether internal or international against the 
Uyghur’s is non-other than the territorial sovereignty and survival of the communist party’s unity as 
the government has put a slogan of three mirrors that are “Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism” as 
asserting its National interest at the cost of society and culture. By dismantling religious structures, 
blind arrests, rapid industrialization and urbani zation at the cost of culture heritage. It’s rather easy 
to ignore the morality rather than the state’s social stability. 

 
 
� View of The Uyghur-Muslims  

 
The Uyghur’s view is different due to the fact that their violence stems from the desire of 

achieving an independent state. Also, bias treatment of the Hans group has totally left the Uyghurs 
helpless and is force to adopt their beliefs and practices. In addition, the only option is to fight for 
their rights and freedom and not be seen as aliens in their own resident - Xinjiang by the government 
itself. 

 
Adding that In 24 January-2003, Mehmet Emin Hazret, leader of East Turkestan Liberation 

Organization (ETLO) in a telephone interview with Radio Free Asia stated that; “
1
 Our principal goal 

is to achieve independence for East Turkestan by peaceful means….. Our problem is with the 
government which violates the human rights of the Uyghur people”. 
 
 
Transition in the dynamics of Removing Turk-Muslims from East Turkestan 

 
The tool of deterrent exerted by the Chinese state over movements of the Uyghurs since 1949 

after the PRC’s foundation, The politics of Uyghur emigration removing since the 1990s is actually a 
reaction to the Chinese political crackdown on the expression of Uyghur cultural and religious 
identity in the late 1980s. Also, many militants joined the Uyghur organizations abroad in order to 
fight for their rights and thus chosen new destination such as Western countries where advocacy 
activities were easier to set up with International attention to attract than in Central Asia. 

 
In the era of technology that is of communication (Internet), the Chinese Government can’t 

retain the media blackout on the Uyghur situation. So, marginalizing ethnic identities, forbidding 
cultural and religious expression plus legitimating the political repression through the “Strike Hard 
Campaign”. Secondly, the hard power of Chinese policy and the consequent flight of nationalist 
militants arrived with a political motive and new information about the situation in Xinjiang, thus 
renewing the links between the old diaspora and the country of origin. 

 
These changes in the dynamics of human displacement demonstrate that despite sixty years of 

incorporation into the PRC, Xinjiang is still challenging Chinese sovereignty. More, it reveals that 
the process of nation-state building is a long term process that is still sessile and is still producing 
refugee flows. 
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Conclusion  

 
As can be seen from the growth of the dynamics with respect to the “Uyghur Ethnic 

Question” that china has clear responsibilities under International law to respect the fundamental 
rights of the Uyghur population and apply Article 35 (Freedom of expression) and 36 (Freedom of 
Religious Beliefs) of the constitution. The Uyghurs language and identity as Muslims are two 
precious assets that can greatly facilitate China’s political, economic and social exchanges with 
Central Asian Republics as well as other countries with strong Islamic influence. Still one possible 
recommendation for preventing the chances for future violence in Xinjiang would technically be to 
encourage mutual communication and civil engagement. 
 
*BA (Hons) IIIrd Year, Second Semester, 2018. 
 
 
1 J.Craig Jenkins, Esther E. Gottlieb, Identity Conflicts: Can Violence be Regulated? (London: Transaction Publishers,2007)109
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